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Joyner has been key in preserving and hon-
oring the history of Central Avenue, once pop-
ulated by black-owned businesses, restaurants 
and night clubs. 

Senator Joyner earned her B.S. from Florida 
A&M University in 1964 and her J.D. from 
Florida A&M University College of Law in 
1968. Facing segregation and discrimination, 
she has always been out front. She partici-
pated in the first civil rights demonstrations in 
Tampa and was arrested twice while attending 
Florida A&M University when participating in 
efforts to desegregate movie theaters. Senator 
Joyner again ‘‘found a way to get in the way’’, 
in the words of my colleague Representative 
JOHN LEWIS, when she was arrested outside 
the South Africa embassy in D.C. for pro-
testing against South Africa’s apartheid gov-
ernment. 

After law school, unable to find anyone in 
the legal profession willing to hire an African- 
American woman, she opened her own prac-
tice becoming the first African-American fe-
male lawyer in Hillsborough County and has 
practiced law there for forty-seven years, 
longer than any black woman in the history of 
Florida. Senator Arthenia Joyner served as an 
attorney, public school teacher and legal as-
sistant for former State Representative, Joe 
Lang Kershaw. She was elected to the Florida 
House of Representatives in 2000 where she 
served three terms. In 2006 Senator Joyner 
was then elected to represent District 19 in the 
Florida Senate for two terms. She was ap-
pointed by her Senate peers to serve as the 
Florida Senate Democratic Leader for the 
2014 to 2016 term, making her the first Afri-
can-American woman to hold the position. 

Throughout her legislative service, Senator 
Joyner has been recognized as a stalwart 
supporter of a wide variety of issues centered 
on human rights, civil rights, criminal and civil 
justice reform, health policies, and consumer 
protection. Her knowledge, passion and lead-
ership made her a trusted public servant who 
knew how to get things done for her state and 
her neighbors. Senator Joyner currently 
serves as the National Vice President of the 
National Organization of Black Elected Legis-
lative Women (NOBEL/Women) and the State 
Director for Women in Government. Recently 
she was appointed to represent the Florida 
Senate on the Criminal Justice Committee of 
the National Conference of State Legislatures. 
And, most recently Senator Joyner was cho-
sen for the important role serving on the Con-
stitutional Revision Commission by Chief Jus-
tice Jorge Labarga. 

The Tampa Bay Times has praised Senator 
Joyner for being ‘‘a strong supporter of civil 
rights, health care, and open government.’’ In 
2014, Senator Arthenia Joyner was awarded 
the L. Clayton Nance Award presented annu-
ally by the Florida Public Defender Association 
(FPDA) to those advancing the organization’s 
mission of ensuring equal justice. The FPDA 
also recognized her legislative work and sup-
port of juvenile sentencing reform bill, HB 
7035. Representative Laura Hall (AL), National 
President for NOBEL Women, stated that Sen-
ator Joyner doesn’t only advocate for the state 
of Florida, but ‘‘she fights for the civil rights of 
others across this nation.’’ 

Senator Joyner has served her community 
and state but her service has also had global 
reach. It has been said that among her most 
prestigious awards are appointments by Presi-
dent Clinton to the U.S. Delegation to the Pop-

ulation Conference in Cairo, Egypt and the 
U.S. Delegation to the United Nations 4th 
World Conference on Women in Beijing, 
China. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of our 
Tampa Bay community, I am proud to honor 
my friend Senator Arthenia Joyner as my 
Tampa Bay’s Women’s History Month hon-
oree. As Senator Joyner would say, ‘‘your 
word is your bond,’’ as she encourages our 
community to stand for what they believe in. 
Following in the footsteps of her distinguished 
family and leaving big footprints of her own for 
all of us to follow, her courage and total com-
mitment to human rights and improving the 
lives of all of us have helped not only the 
Tampa community, but our state, nation and 
the world. 
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DULLES HIGH WINS ACADEMIC 
DECATHLON CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Dulles High School Academic 
Decathlon team of Sugar Land, TX, for win-
ning the Texas State Academic Decathlon. 

This was the Dulles High Academic Decath-
lon teams’ first decathlon state championship 
since 1987. The theme of the competition was 
World War II, where students were tested in 
economics, literature, mathematics, music, 
science and social science. Three team mem-
bers earned individual recognition as well: 
Madison Gabino receiving first place in the 
Scholastic Division, Ethan Tu in second, and 
Jared Roth in fifth place. Dulles High is the 
only team in the Fort Bend Independent 
School District to ever win a State Academic 
Decathlon title, let alone two. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, I want to again con-
gratulate the Dulles High School Academic 
Decathlon team for winning the Texas State 
Academic Decatholon. We are very proud of 
their success. 

f 

ELI TRUJILLO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Eli Trujillo for 
receiving the Adams County Mayors and 
Commissioners Youth Award. 

Eli Trujillo is an 8th grader at the Inter-
national School at Thornton Middle School 
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Eli Trujillo 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Eli 
Trujillo for winning the Adams County Mayors 

and Commissioners Youth Award. I have no 
doubt he will exhibit the same dedication and 
character in all of his future accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING ORELIA GAIL SIAS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable profes-
sional lady, Ms. Orelia Gail Sias of Cleveland, 
Mississippi. 

Orelia was born to the late Roosevelt and 
Pauline Sias of Mayersville, Mississippi. She is 
a graduate of Delta State University and re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science Degree in Busi-
ness Administration. 

Ms. Sias’ parents were farmers and owned 
over 400 acres of land. She realized at an 
early age that she could accomplish anything 
she set her heart to do, coming from a house-
hold where her parents were the prime exam-
ple of that philosophy. Therefore, she em-
barked on her life journey by furthering her 
education and securing stable employment op-
portunities with Cleveland State Bank in Au-
gust of 1986 as a switchboard operator, but 
knew that her desire was to move up in the fi-
nancial institute. While in her 30 years with 
Cleveland State Bank, she moved up in the 
ranks to her current position as a Customer 
Representative in the Electronic Banking Divi-
sion, where she handled customer fraud 
issues. In 2008, she began a part-time career 
with Walgreen’s as a Pharmacy Technician 
and became a National Board Certified Phar-
macy Technician. 

Ms. Sias is very active with numerous com-
munity and civic organizations and has re-
ceived numerous accolades and awards for 
her dedication to the community. She is politi-
cally involved and participated in the 2012 Na-
tional Democratic Convention held in Char-
lotte, North Carolina. In 2013, she participated 
in President Barack Obama’s inauguration 
ceremony in Washington, D.C., and while 
there she visited the Dr. Martin Luther Mu-
seum, his statue and other sites. Although she 
has influence in the community and through 
her professional careers, Orelia considers her 
greatest achievement is to honor the legacy 
which her parents instilled in her through their 
teachings: ‘‘To have respect and dignity for 
everyone your life paths allows you to and that 
will be returned to you’’. Family is of the up-
most importance to Ms. Sias and she en-
hances others’ lives by being an example and 
she offers mentorship to the younger genera-
tions. 

Ms. Sias lives her life in servitude to others. 
She opens her home to those needing a place 
to stay and loan her vehicle to those who may 
be in need of transportation. She is someone 
who is admired and loved by her co-workers, 
community leaders, and her community for her 
professional style, her frankness of speech 
and how she carries herself. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Orelia Sias for being an 
outstanding professional lady in the Mis-
sissippi Delta. 
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IN HONOR OF SHERRY HABER 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Sherry Haber, a remarkable community leader 
and tireless advocate for children, who is 
being recognized as the Hillsborough Citizen 
of the Year by the Associated Parents’ Group. 
This award honors a resident who has made 
a sustained and significant contribution to the 
community, especially to the education and 
well-being of our children. Sherry is truly de-
serving of this honor. There is no task too big 
or too small for Sherry to handle and if you 
want to get something done, you hand it to 
her. 

Sherry served as Parent Group President 
for North Hillsborough School from 2009 to 
2010. It was on her watch that the lower play-
ground was installed and the hot lunch pro-
gram was implemented. In her role as Art in 
Action Chair, she established the tradition of 
hosting an art show during North’s annual 
open house, expanded Art in Action from 3rd 
through 5th grade to include K through 5th 
grade, was instrumental in launching the 
school’s first talent show and choreographed 
multiple group performances. She also led ef-
forts to renovate the library, chaired the 5th 
grade promotion and worked on the year book 
committee for eight years. For six years, she 
opened her home for the annual teacher ap-
preciation lunch. 

When Sherry’s two children Ben and Cami 
moved on to Crocker Middle School, she 
again served as Parent Group President from 
2012 to 2013 and repeated many of her con-
tributions. She implemented a hot lunch pro-
gram, established the Crocker Art Show and 
coordinated the Janet Chun Mural project. She 
also was graduation chair and organized the 
first Flash Mob. 

From 2013 to 2015, Sherry served as com-
munications chair of the Hillsborough Schools 
Foundation and hosted many successful fund-
raisers. For the last two years, she has served 
as the President of the Burlingame High 
School Music Boosters which means she has 
been supporting 150 students in band and 
choir. She even organized the band’s first per-
formance trip to Anaheim in over 20 years. 

In addition to her deep involvement in the 
schools, Sherry found time to be a Den Lead-
er for the Boy Scouts and Troop Leader for 
the Girl Scouts for a total of ten years. For six 
years, she was a volunteer for Hillsborough’s 
Memorial Day Parade. In 2015, she served on 
the Israeli Art Show Committee at Peninsula 
Temple Shalom. Sherry Haber has an inex-
haustible reservoir of energy and passion for 
children, our community and the arts. 

Sherry is originally from Sacramento. She 
went to Punahou School in Honolulu, Hawaii 
and earned her BA in English at Stanford Uni-
versity. She and her husband of 24 years, 
Scott Haber, live with their two children in 
Hillsborough. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the members of the 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring an exemplary citizen, a dedicated com-
munity leader and a devoted mother and wife. 
Sherry Haber never stops giving of herself and 
she does it with enjoyment of life (joie de 
vivre), I join with all Hillsborough residents in 

saying we are very fortunate to have her as a 
neighbor and friend. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DOMINIC 
BARANDICA 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Dominic 
Barandica, who will soon be named Califor-
nia’s Young Man of Distinction by Youth 
Focus, Inc. 

Dominic is deserving of the highest com-
mendation for his dedication to the advance-
ment of safety in high school football. Using 
helmet sensors, Dominic has extensively re-
searched the consequences of repetitive head 
impacts by high school players. Since starting, 
he has obtained a sensor for every football 
athlete in the Modesto City High School sys-
tem and has been a featured speaker on the 
issue at the Doctors Medical Center Sports 
Medicine Symposium. An accomplished ath-
lete himself, Dominic has already accepted an 
early decision offer to play football for Case 
Western Reserve University. 

In addition to his athletic accomplishments, 
Dominic has proven to be an incredible leader, 
serving as Gregori High School’s Freshman 
Class President and Commissioner of Com-
munity Service, the President of the Inter High 
School Council of ASB Presidents of Modesto 
City High Schools, and as student representa-
tive to the Modesto City School Board, rep-
resenting over 40,000 high school students. 

He’s shown his dedication to academics as 
an active member of the Mock Trial and 
Science Bowl Teams, and has been recog-
nized as an AP Scholar with Distinction for his 
continued scholastic achievements. Finally, 
Dominic has embodied an unwavering com-
mitment to community service as an Eagle 
Scout, a recipient of the President’s Volun-
teers Service Gold Award and the American 
Red Cross Youth Hero Award. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Dominic Barandica for his recognition 
from the Youth Focus Group as California’s 
Young Man of Distinction. His outstanding 
achievements and dedication to our commu-
nity deserve to be commended. 

f 

JAZZLYN WILSON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jazzlyn Wil-
son for receiving the Adams County Mayors 
and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Jazzlyn Wilson is a 7th grader at Bennett 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Jazzlyn 
Wilson is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-

cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Jazzlyn Wilson for winning the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

JESSICA WICKERSHEIM 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jessica 
Wickersheim for receiving the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Jessica Wickersheim is a student at Adams 
City High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Jessica 
Wickersheim is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jes-
sica Wickersheim for winning the Adams 
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth 
Award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. STEPHEN 
OSTROFF 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 3, 2017 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, together with 
Congressman ERIC SWALWELL, we rise today 
to thank Acting Commissioner of the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA), Dr. Stephen M. 
Ostroff, and his team for their efforts to assist 
Congress and the Administration in improving 
patient enrollment, retention, minority partici-
pation and equitable access in cancer clinical 
trials, especially among underserved and 
underrepresented populations. 

Patient participation is the single most crit-
ical ingredient to successful cancer trials being 
completed on time and on budget as well as 
bringing life-saving cancer drugs to market. 

Unfortunately, most cancer clinical trials only 
provide for the cost of the trial drug and re-
quire the patient to cover all other costs affili-
ated with participation including but not limited 
to travel, lodging, and ancillary medical costs. 

The result of this has been abysmally low 
cancer participation rates. Overall, only 6 per-
cent of eligible cancer patients participate in 
clinical trials and a mere 5 percent of those 
participants represent the Black, Hispanic, 
Asian, Native American and Pacific Islander 
populations combined. According to Tufts Re-
search, 38 percent of all clinical trials fail to 
finish on time or within budget due to lack of 
enrollment, and an astonishing 11 percent of 
trials fail to ever enroll a single patient, pri-
marily due to the financial burden on patients 
to participate. 
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